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Bremen to study tech-education 
program 
Project Lead The Way designed to boost 
engineering careers. 
 
 
ADAM JACKSON 
Tribune Staff Writer 
 
BREMEN -- The vast majority of American students know that two plus 
two equals four. 
 
But how many of them can use a sophisticated computer program to 
calculate the dimensions necessary to allow an hourglass-shaped 
container to hold exactly 12 fluid ounces? 
 
Not nearly enough, says Bremen school board member Todd Stuckman. 
Which is why the first-year board member is urging school 
administrators to consider implementing a new curriculum designed to 
encourage kids to learn -- and enjoy -- math and science. 
 

This week, Stuckman 
used a Powerpoint 
presentation to drill 
his fellow board 
members and school 
officials about Project 
Lead the Way 
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(PLTW) -- a 
nonprofit corporation 
that had developed a 
hands-on math and 
science program 
aimed at both the 
middle school and 
high school levels. 
 
The idea, Stuckman 
said, is to prepare 
students for careers in 
engineering and 
technology, fields 
expected to 

experience explosive growth in coming years.  
 
"With this program, the kids are ready for college when they graduate," 
he said. "I really, really believe in this." 
 
PLTW was started in 1997-98, with a pilot project of 12 schools in New 
York state. The idea was to address an ongoing and growing shortage of 
qualified personnel in engineering and engineering technology. 
 
Since that time, the project has fairly blossomed. According to the 
PLTW Web site, www.pltw.org, more than 1,300 schools have now 
implemented the program, with more than 170,000 students enrolled in 
45 states. 
 
Stuckman said he has been researching PLTW in depth, and believes the 
program would be a fantastic fit for Bremen because of the way it takes 
the subject matter and makes it relevant to the students. 
 
"There is a big focus on developing problem-solving skills, and working 
together in groups," he said. "It's a lot different than just telling them 
'you need to learn this' without teaching them why."  
 
Bremen Superintendent Russ Mikel said the district had actually 
examined the PLTW program several years ago, but decided not to 
implement the program for a variety of reasons. One problem, he said, 
was that the space dedicated to technical education in the district's 
existing facilities was too small. 
 
The other problem, he said, was that there was a general feeling that the 
PLTW curriculum was, well, too easy. 
 
"The feeling was that it wasn't rigorous enough," Mikel said. "I think it 
has been toughened up since then." 
 
Then there is the issue of cost. While Bremen does already possess 
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some of the materials needed to implement the program, such as 
computers, other items would still need to be purchased. Mikel said 
costs to get PLTW up and running could exceed $100,000, prompting 
board Vice President Frank DeSantis to wonder if there might be grant 
money available to help defray the cost. 
 
"(Grants) are a possibility," Stuckman said. "It is something we would 
have to look into."  
 
The next step in the process is for Mikel, Stuckman and other school 
officials to meet with a representative from PLTW for further review. If 
the district decides to adopt the program, it would likely be phased in 
over a four-year period. 
 
Staff writer Adam Jackson 
ajackson@sbtinfo.com 
(574) 936-1029  
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